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BIO

Within the confines of Burlington Ontario, a small suburb of Toronto; countless achievements in todays music scene have been established here. A city which was once regarded as nothing more than a pit stop riddled with Tim Hortons restaurants between Hamilton and Toronto is now one of the most notable independent music cities on the continent. Over the past decade many independent bands have achieved immeasurable success which began in Burlington, and now this suburb has produced its newest spawn, The Saint Alvia Cartel.

The bands name, taken in homage from a Canadian war hero, is one that the members all feel affinity with, being in essence, punk rock war veterans themselves. A project which began in the summer of 2005, The Saint Alvia Cartel is comprised of Robert Pasalic, formerly of the screamo killing machine Boys Night Out (Ferret Records/Red Distribution), Greg Taylor of the punk rock union known as Jersey (EMI) as well as hardcore pioneers Grade (Victory Records), and Ben Rispin, the front man of the underground punk/hardcore zombie phenomenon The Video Dead. Each member, with years of touring, self promotion, putting on shows, hand made merchandizing, writing, recording, and releasing records under their belts; share the greatest gift a band can possibly have experience.

St. Alvias sound is one like no other, yet at the same time is like a stance of virtually every style. Drawing influences from roots rock and roll, blues, soul, dancehall reggae, country, new wave and hip hop, they amalgamate these sounds on top of a fine tuned foundation of punk rock. Seeking refuge from a music scene which is plastered with monochromatic bands and artists, The Saint Alvia Cartel has bound together to create a completely multi-denominational record; which can instigate an internal self actualization with anyone who hears it.

After releasing a self-produced and record demo online, The Saint Alvia Cartel is eager to continue documenting these songs and ideas and experiences (ranging everywhere from drug/alcohol addiction, the death of loved ones, to simply hating their day jobs) by getting into the studio with an open minded producer and putting down the plethora of tracks which remain unheard; as well as getting back into the van and taking their live experience anywhere where people are ready to feel it.

The members are real, the sound is real, and the message is honest. Once a song has been played it ultimately becomes a thing of the past, which is why music always seems to be a very reflective thing for most people. Countless bands write the same countless albums which reflect little to nothing about the reality of modern life. The Saint Alvia Cartel has applied their punk rock diligence to this new creation in an attempt to write the songs and scriptures of the future, quite simply because they are tired of hearing the past.
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